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Background





The purpose of this fact sheet is to provide a high level summary of the 2016 Duval County Forces of
Change Assessment (FoCA).
The FoCA identifies external forces that are likely to influence community health and quality of life, or
impact the work of the local public health system. Small groups were formed to explore forces of change
that impact Duval County and its public health system functions. The FoCA is one of four assessments that
together provide a comprehensive picture of the health status of our community.
Conducting a FoCA answers the following questions:
o What is occurring that affects the health of our community or the local public health system?
o What specific threats or opportunities are generated by these occurrences?
*Additional data from the FoCA is available upon request. Please contact Dr. Kristina Wilson at
kristina.wilson@flhealth.gov.

Forces

Threats Posed

Opportunities Created

Economic
Lack of living wage jobs
 Potential for increase in minimum wage
Lack of diversity in jobs
 Advocacy for better jobs
Education
Cost of education and debt from student loans  Greater focus on workforce preparedness
Inequity in educational opportunities
 Potential for student loan forgiveness
Environmental
Built
 Lack of walkways discourages physical activity
 Creation of spaces that encourage active lifestyles
environment
 Lack of access to healthy food
 Greater focus on providing walking and biking trails
Food deserts
 Grocery stores without healthy food options
 Potential to increase access to healthier food
 Price of healthy food vs. unhealthy food
 Increase in number of farmer’s markets
Political
Affordable Care
 Possible changes in standard of care
 Increased access to care
Act
 Premiums/deductibles may be unaffordable
 Potential for changes in delivery models
Infrastructure
 Potential for deferred maintenance
 Greater focus on employment and revitalization
Scientific/Technological
Social media
 Potential for distribution of false information
 Increased access to client base
Medical
 Increased cost
 Increased quality of life
innovation
 Availability of funding
 Improved diagnostic and treatment capabilities
Social
Adult/Childhood  Negative impact on personal and family health  Greater focus on wellness programs
obesity
 Increase in health care and employer costs
 Local and state government participation in efforts
High infant
 Increased cost of treating preterm infants
 Greater knowledge of risk factors
mortality rate
 Indicator of overall population health
 Improved access to prenatal and maternity care
Mental health
 Increased prevalence of suicide
 Increased awareness and reduced stigma
 Lack of access to quality mental health care
 Enhanced collaboration between agencies
Substance abuse  Increased substance use related deaths
 Training for substance abuse screening and referral
 Limited substance abuse services
 Potential for more drug treatment programs
Employment






